
April 22, 2019 
Nothing “JUST HAPPENS” 
 
History teaches us how things came to be. But sadly, we are not taught history in the 
curriculum of Elementary, Secondary or even some College Courses. Instead, we are taught 
White Patriarchy renditions of events, which in fact played out very differently at the time. We 
lose all sense of how things really happened, what was done, and especially the damage that 
was done along the way.  
 
Very hard to fix something if we have a distorted view of events that led up to it, including 
leading up to today.  We are by generations of being kept in the dark, of being fed Dime Novel 
conceptions of historical events, even current events, at a loss in general to understand events 
of today, especially as everything around us seems to be broken.  
 
In place of truth we were fed lies about other people. We became grievous against people we 
never met, never knew, believing that they were the cause of our despair, when in fact, it was 
series after series of events, painted over by prejudices, bigotry, racism that is the cause of 
what ails us today.  
 
Trump didn’t just happen.  He is the ultimate goal of the Conservative movement that in the 
time of Reagan, began in earnest to repaint all of history as something it was not. There was no 
‘Welfare Queen”, but there was a welfare cheat and she was black, and St. Ronnie’s team used 
her to define not only all People Of Color, but all people on Public Assistance and most 
egregiously, all women who were raising their children or grandchildren on their own for a 
myriad of reasons: Poverty being foremost.  
 
Poverty caused by sickness, disability, low wages, fathers who skipped out on child support 
because despite the rulings saying they owed it, there was, for decades, no enforcement 
mechanism to make them pay it.   
 
This might surprise you but you have to know: More White People depend on Social assistance 
and Government Assistance than there are POC on the dole.  But that’s not the image in our 
minds, thanks to endless decades of racist propaganda fed to us directly, indirectly repeated by 
just about every politician running a grievance based campaign: i.e., telling us that it was the 
“other” person who was taking everything away from us (Immigrants, poor people, the 
disabled) and that if we elect them, there will be better times for us (the superior class by 
default of assumptions).  
 
And true to their words, when elected, they cut social assistance and made it even harder to 
get. Reagan years was when in California I noticed a sudden and sharp increase in people living 
on the streets. Poverty increased. And with that, crime, addictions, and a general mistrust of 
other human beings as being potentially out to harm us.  Especially the raggedy ones. They 
were the real danger.  
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But the truth was and still is, the poor are not robbing us. It’s not the raggedy ones shuffling 
down the sidewalk throwing you surly looks that is a danger to you and I, it is the men in suits, 
and who carry briefcases.  
 
They are the ones who rob us. They give themselves multi-million-dollar bonuses while cutting 
our wages and benefits. They blame the unions for jobs being lost when in fact it is a level of 
unbridled greed that takes corporations with billions in profits, which they give themselves 
massive bonuses from, and a portion of which goes to those lucky wealthy shareholders, and 
they take their businesses out of the US & Canada and over to Third World Countries where 
they can exploit slave labor conditions, not be held accountable to worker safety, and can do all 
the environmental damage they want without penalty because the governments of those 
nations are run by greedy men who live in palaces while their citizens live in squalid slums. 
 
The greedy blame the poor for the economic collapse that about sunk the entire global 
economy. Remember how Teachers, TEACHERS for crying out loud, were the blame of banks 
failing?  Teachers who mostly have to work two jobs to try and scrape out a living, and who use 
their own money to buy supplies for their students because our taxes no longer cover paper, 
pens, books.  Our Counties and State governments give enormous breaks to mega corporations 
because they bring jobs to town… jobs that pay less and less as the cost of living goes up and 
up, and those tax breaks mean we don’t get the quality of life we deserve. We pay more for 
everything. They pay less for everything.  
 
But, they have the money and the people that get elected like to be seen with the rich and 
powerful so they make laws and tax laws that appeal to those very wealthy people. And of 
course there’s a downside: Bad roads, crumbling bridges, fewer resources, higher cost of health 
care, schools with black mold, no heat, (Charter Schools get more tax dollars to spend than do 
our public schools, and are not held to any of the same standards for outcomes, or even for 
attendance, nor qualifications for teachers. We are literally paying for the private schools for the 
very rich.).  
 
But if we complain, the very rich, along with the Conservative Politicians and Corporate Media 
(96% of all media: TV, Movies, Books, Newspapers, Magazines, radio is owned by a mere 
handful, SIX Corporations)  will have these panel discussions wherein they conclude that: 
 
A: Poverty is the fault of the very poor who are ‘draining the system’ (Corporate welfare is over 
700 times greater than all social assistance combined, FYI) and they will point to Teachers, 
Unions, and the disabled as being those who are the cause of it.  Not the mortgage bankers, not 
the hedge fund managers, not the mega corporations like GE, Viacom, etc. who pay  “$0” in 
taxes and yet receive grant moneys from the Federal and State governments (we pay them 
more than they pay us) in order to keep their profits high.  
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Using Racism, and especially racism against immigrants as their rallying cry, we become 
distracted from both the cause and the cure for what ails us, economically, as a nation. 
 
Quick Note Here: Immigrants are the leading cause of Job Creation.  They come from countries 
where there never was a social safety net, so they learned to survive without one. They learned 
skills and have the know-how that actually creates jobs in this country. Restaurants, food 
processing, the arts… and look at who founded Apple, Google, Yahoo, etc… Most of our tech 
giants were started by immigrants or first generation children of immigrants.   
 

Therefore, immigrants are not the cause of our poverty, they are a source of our 
wealth.  Every business they start hires people, hires us, our neighbors. They pay 
taxes. We pay taxes. Our communities get stronger, healthier.  

 
Further, without immigrants in the workforce, we will soon, within a decade, find that our 
Social Security & Medicare will collapse because we won’t have enough people putting into the 
system and we are cutting the taxes of the super wealthy to a point where we can no longer 
sustain our infrastructure. Why do you think our bridges are crumbling?  
 
Raising taxes on the wealthy will not cause poverty. They are not going to flee the country that 
has given them their wealth, to live in a country that has fewer protections for them, fewer 
opportunities for them.  
 
Under Eisenhower ( the 1950’s) we had a 90% tax rate on millionaires. We still had millionaires! 
But we built cities, roads, interstate highways, bridges that are the marvels of engineering the 
world over. We had first rate schools, hospitals and a low prison population. We were thriving.  
 
But the wealthy, the wealthiest always want more. They don’t take from each other, that would 
be too much work. They buy the governments that rule over us and they take from us.  
 
We must abandon Conservatism as a cure-all for anything. It is not the cure, it is the poison.  
We need to make the wealthy pay a fairer share of the wealth they accumulate.  Taxing multi-
millionaires at a 70% rate sounds horrible! (But underpaying teachers for decades doesn’t?), 
until you realize that their first 5 million is not taxed at that rate. Only the millions that come 
after that.  How can anyone expect a person to live a decent life on only Millions of Dollars a 
year? Please! Think of the Wealthy! Their suffering would be immense! 
 
The propaganda machines of the mass media is killing us. We spend more time fighting other 
poor people, and alienating our natural allies, than we do in addressing the actual root of our 
suffering.  
 



Restless Spirit 
Date Posted:  April 22, 2019  Page 4 of 7 
Date Revised:  2019-04-22 12:07 AM 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
It works. Those who are doing the work of trying to fix the problems are demonized. Look what 
happens when teachers go on strike for a livable wage (they do not live in mansions and they 
do not drive new cars, they barely scrape by).   
 
Look what happens when people protest the summary executions of POC.  Every racist dog 
whistle is sounded to make us see them as the enemy, rather than the cruelty and abuse of 
systematic racism that justifies killing them on the spot, and then lying about it in their reports.  
 
Think about it: If you lie to a police investigator, you are filing a false report – you are 
committing a crime and will go to jail. If the cops do it to cover up their killings, they get 
suspended with pay (VACATION) for up to two years or so while it’s being investigated, and 
they are, most of them (more than 90%) cleared despite their violating every protocol and lying 
on their reports. They get reinstated.  What’s the message there?  
 
Look what happens when First Nations people put their lives on the line to stop a pipeline 
project that is cutting through their lands without their consent.  A pipeline that was moved 
from the place where White People live because of the potential leaks to poison their water, 
and just shoved down the throats of Native Americans, because who minds if their waters get 
poisoned, amiright?   
 

1. Media does NOT cover it. If they do cover it, it’s from a distance and terms (dog 
whistles) such as “warpath”, “renegades”  “drumbeats” are used to let the White 
Audience know who the real enemy is.  
 

2. As people of and on their own lands they are treated as trespassers while law 
enforcement gets a free reign to inflict any amount of abuse on them. Hosing them 
down in mid-winter, cutting off food/water supplies, beating them, caging them in dog 
kennels where they don’t even have room to stand up or sit up.  

 
All because they don’t want their waters poisoned.  They are helpless and horrified as 
bulldozers rake over their tribal burial grounds, ignoring a court order saying they can’t. Paper 
doesn’t stop big machinery. They do what they want. Because they can. They can because we 
don’t hear about it, we don’t know what is going on and we are told they are just ‘in the way of 
progress’.   And we go on our merry way.  
 
People of Color don’t count. Immigrants don’t count. The Original People don’t count. What on 
earth makes anyone think that any of us count?  
 
Conservatives have always been Trump. You don’t believe me? You think they of are horrified 
at what he is doing? Why then, do they go out their way to thank him, praise him, and to not 
stand up to him on anything?   
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He didn’t just happen.  A place was made for him, a nest if you will.  He is safely surrounded by 
men of ignorance, greed and racism. He makes them richer. He promises they will have no 
consequences. They in turn, turn against us as a nation, our values and our place in this world.  
 

When those 8 congressmen, all Republicans, all Conservatives, went over to Russia to 
celebrate our Fourth of July, what do you think that message was to all of us? They 
were exactly where they wanted to be, and it was not with us.  

 
Our fathers, grandfathers, Uncles and brothers fought against the Nazis, and made us proud of 
them and ourselves in WWII.  
 
Now, there are Nazis marching in our streets, and our President calls them “Very Fine People”.   
 
The Mueller Report is out –– sort of. What little we see shows that the 2016 election was 
defeated by a crooked campaign that relied heavily on the assistance of a hostile foreign 
country.  Voting machines, Voter Registration Rolls were heavily infiltrated and tampered with.  
 
Trump has cut the funding for any defense against Election Interference by a foreign power 
when he eliminated the Cyber Security Agency of our National Security.  States run by 
Republicans have insisted on using voting machines that are known to be easily hackable, and 
where you cannot do a recount because you can’t even check your own ballot against the 
printout which is in barcode or QR Code.   
 

They know we are catching onto them. Instead of changing their ways, they’re 
doubling down at making it harder for us to protect ourselves from them. The levers 
of power are in the wrong hands in too many places. We can change that. We must 
change that. 

 
Demand Paper Ballots for your votes if you want your votes to count. That’s all you can do. 
Start demanding now, or they won’t have them when it’s time and they will say you didn’t want 
them.  
 
We have to find ways to save ourselves by doing what we can against a corrupted system. We 
have to find ways to unite and form alliances with those whose interests are the same as ours. 
The more we are divided by race, and the ignorance of false history, the mindless xenophobic 
utterances that try to get us to believe immigrants are the threat when in fact they are a source 
of strength, the weaker we become. We must cast aside our ignorance, learn to see what is 
true, build a common sense mindset regarding other people that shows what we have in 
common and what we can do together.  
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We must change our educational system to one that resources true history, not just one-side 
fits all, but to learn from the records and the histories of everyone involved to give us a more 
accurate picture of who and what we are, and how we can become even better.  
 

We can’t fix anything if we can’t see what is and what really happened. We have to 
want to see, at this point. We have to want to know. It will change us, for sure. It will 
change us for the better. 

 
Our education system needs to put in as mandatory, courses in economics so that the tropes of 
candidates who tell us “running a government is no different than running a household 
budget,” can be laughed at because we will know that running a household budget is not the 
same as running a business and running a business is not the same as running a government ––  
and why it is different.   
 
Simple Slogan Slingers won’t snare so many gullible voters if we know how things really are run, 
and what it takes to build better, do better and be truly more safe and secure in this world.   
 
Too many politicians have relied on voters who have been dumbed down for generations.  Used 
to be in the early 1900’s you could run a business on an 8th Grade level education. Most college 
grads couldn’t pass the exams of those levels, today.  We need to get smarter to get stronger.  
 
Fear, hatred don’t make us stronger. They make us suspicious, weaker, more angry and easy 
prey for the greedy. Racism doesn’t work without fear and hatred.  Racism doesn’t make us 
stronger. It destroys us. Racism is a form of social suicide.  
 
Turn off your talk radio. It’s lying to you. Turn off FOX news and conservative programs: They 
aren’t on your side, they’re dividing you from others by making you think it’s other poor & 
struggling people that are keeping you down. It’s not. It’s their bosses.  
 
Higher taxes on the very wealthy means lower taxes on the middle class. Lower taxes on the 
wealthy means higher taxes on the middle class.  Figure out where you are and find your 
natural allies. Wealthy people are not suffering. They are enjoying the suffering of others. It 
makes them immune from consequences. They don’t care that he’s a liar, an idiot and a 
national, even global embarrassment, he’s their immunity idol, and they’ll protect him.  
 
You put on a MAGA hat, you announce your willingness to blame the poor, POC, Immigrants 
and everyone else for your struggles and failures, and you don’t care that the man you worship 
is stealing you blind.  You’re announcing that you’re a complete and utter idiot.  
 
Now, stand up with and for the people who are out there standing up against this monstrosity. 
Stand up against racism. Stand up against the Pipeline that only makes a few already extremely 
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rich people even more wealthy while the river and the aquifers from which you drink & bathe, 
are put in harm’s way.  Stand up against the summary executions of People of Color.  
 
Stand up against the concentration camps that traffic in children ripped from the arms of their 
parents. People are getting very rich from that, and it isn’t you. It’s wrong. It’s evil.  
 
Stand up for having your vote count.  
 
Find a place, your place, and stand up, donate, participate, speak up and speak out.  Time is 
short.  
 
Ignorance got us here. The Truth will get us out of here. We have so much work to do to repair, 
rebuild and become a better, stronger nation.  
 
Find your place, stand.  You will find, much to your surprise, you are not standing alone. Reach 
out and hold on tight.  
 
If you don’t think it’s important or worth fighting for, I urge you to take a look at what has 
happened in Indian Country. They have all these rights, and they even have “Sovereignty” and it 
makes not one bit of difference to anyone out there because only the rich and powerful get to 
use either.  
 
What they can do in Indian Country sets “Precedent” for the Federal Courts because it’s 
considered Federal Lands. What is Precedent in Indian Country can be used against anyone 
anywhere in the entire USA. Whom do you think it will most adversely affect? You, or that 
really powerful billionaire?  
 
You know where to find me.  
 
~Cat 


